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CONGRESS OF THE PEOPLE

CHARACTER

The Congress of the People is a social democratic party
established after the attainment of our democracy,
which believes that South Africans can only live fulfilled
lives in a society that infrinsically values justice
underpinned by a constitutional democracy.

The Party is proactively committed to widening
opportunities for everyone, particularly the poor and
marginalised.

VISION

A prosperous South Africa whose people- united in their
diversity — eliminate want in society and are at peace
with themselves, the rest of Africa and the world!

MISSION

To govern for a continuously improving quality of life for
all South Africans and create conditions for developing
a sustainable middle-class quality of life for the majority,
especially the poor and marginalised.
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INTRODUCTION
This book is a manifesto of a very different kind.

After 30 years of democracy, our country faces a heap
of problems.

We need to diagnose these problems properly to apply
the proper remedies. We need to know the nature and
extent of our difficulties to rectify them.

We also face the prospects of a coalition government.
We certainly don’t want to repeat what has happened
at the municipal government level. Ruining a
municipality is a massive disaster, as the people of
Joburg and some other metros can attest. Allowing
bickering politicians to ruin a whole country, already half
destroyed by the ANC government, will be mass suicide.

This manifesto, therefore, sets out the issues we believe
must be agreed upon by all political parties and
endorsed by a large body of voters so that a coalition
government has a charter to work on. No time can be
wasted with it harming all of us.

We don’'t want politicians to spend months jostling for
positions and neglecting their work while being paid
handsomely by taxpayers. We need them to get on with
the job from day one.

This manifesto, with improvements, should be a
manifesto for the people. As such, every party that
wishes to serve the people should adopt it.
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Voters must use this manifesto to engage political
parties to get real solutions to our real problems.
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COPE'S A-Z OF WHAT VOTERS MUST ENGAGE POLITICAL
PARTIES ON

1. ACCOUNTABILITY
Enforcing accountability has become problematic
because of power play and political parties demanding
that public representatives toe the line. If a party says a
swimming pool is a fire pool, every public representative
must echo that view.

Voters must demand the strengthening of bipartisan
efforts to prioritise accountability over partisan party
interests.  Cross-party  collaboration on  oversight
mechanisms is 100% in the public interest.

Inadequate checks and balances allow misconduct to
go unchecked. Weak parliamentary oversight,
ineffective audit processes, and limited civil society
engagement contribute to this problem. When
accountability mechanisms fail to impose
consequences, wrongdoing persists. The lack of swift
and severe penalties for misconduct undermines the
deterrence effect.

A free press and protection for whistleblowers are
essential for exposing wrongdoing. Media freedom must
be strengthened, and robust whistleblower protection
lows must be enacted.

Voters must demand a more accountable and
responsive government for the benefit of all citizens.
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2. AUDITS

Audits play a critical role in enhancing governance.
They allow for the systematic scrutiny of government
actfions, decisions, and expenditures fo ensure
adherence to rules and procedures and that resources
are appropriately managed.

Voters must insist that rigorous audits are conducted
regularly to idenftify irregularities and enforce
conseqguences for non-compliance.

Auditor General Audits have continuously revealed
inefficiencies, wastage, and mismanagement, and
voters should ask why politicians are not using this
information to implement audit recommendations to
streamline processes, eliminate waste, fight fraudulent
activities and corruption, and undertake forensic
auditing so that wrongdoers are prosecuted. Robust
internal controls are established and implemented.

Voters must engage political parties on what they are
doing to use audit reports to empower parliamentary
commiftees, ombudspersons, and civil society to hold
the government accountable.

3. BUDGET DEFICIT
A budget deficit refers to the annual shortfall between
what the government gets as tax revenue and what it
plans to spend.
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If the government's spending exceeds the tax revenue it
collects during a given year, it must borrow money. To
do so, it will sell government bonds (gilts) to the private
sector.

A budget deficit, therefore, contributes to an increase in
natfional debt. When deficits persist year after year,
government debt increases over fime, as does the
interest it must pay.

As explained below, these interest payments can
become a significant portion of the budget.

If the government increases taxes while increasing
spending, Aggregate Demand (AD) decreases the
economy.

When governments run deficits to finance infrastructure
projects (e.g., roads, railways, airports, housing), such
investments can enhance long-term productivity and
economic growth, creating jobs.

Over many vyears, the ANC-led government has
registered a budget deficit because its expenditure
proposals have confinued to exceed revenue. The
government should have spent the money it borrowed
on infrastructure development. It spent money on the
consumption side, and there, it has nothing to show for
all the borrowed money.

That is why the economy has slowed down and taxes
remain high.
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The 2023 GDP growth estimate was revised to 0.6% due
to  widespread power cuts, operational and
maintenance failures in freight rail, and high living costs.

Real GDP growth in 2023/24 is projected at 1.4%
because people are struggling economically and won't
be able to spend more. Also, fixed investment is not
taking place because of high sovereign credit risk and
bad government policy choices.

The budget deficit for 2023/24 is estimated to worsen
from 4% to 4.9% of GDP compared to a year ago. This
means debt-service costs will absorb more than 22% of
the budget in 2024.

Spending on debt-service costs now exceeds social
protection, health, peace, and security budgets. This is
huge. It will not stop there.

Voters must question political parties about why the
budget deficit is not being addressed more vigorously.
The more state debt grows, the more service delivery
shrinks.

4. BLOATEDNESS OF GOVERNMENT

Between the fourth quarter of 2009 and the fourth
quarter of 2019, the size of South Africa's government
grew from 1,780,553 to 2,108,125 civil servants, an
increase of 327,5721 civil servants in 10 years.

Finance Minister Tito Mboweni announced main budget
non-interest spending cuts totalling R300 billion between
2021 and 2024 on Wednesday, 28 October 2020. This



Page | I5

was his boldest move to slash government spending,
especially around the state's bloated wage hill.
According to Investec Banking, Mboweni and the
National Treasury finally bit the bullet.

South Africa's government employee wage bill is among
the highest among emerging markets.

The minister's cabinet, comprised of the President,
Deputy President, Ministers, and Deputy Ministers, was 72
people until recently. It now includes 64 members. With
our economy being as anaemic as it is and the public
debt at 77% of GDP, such a large cabinet needs to be
more affordable.

Voters should ask political parties how they plan to
address this intolerable situation.

Besides the high cost, decision-making processes have
become slower, and holding a minister accountable
has become difficult, as we saw regarding who was
responsible for our electricity woes. Overlapping
functions and duplication of efforts hinder effective
governance, and allocating resources becomes
complex.

Voters must demand that the cabinet be reduced in
size and its functions streamlined to save costs and
enhance its efficiency and accountability.

5. CORRUPTION
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Corruption in government persists as a significant
challenge, impacting various sectors and eroding public
frust.

Corruption involves maladministration (18%).
Procurement shenanigans (16%), abuse of authority
where officials misuse their power or exert pressure on
civiians  (16%), fraud (14%), misappropriation of
resources (12%), dereliction of duty (8%), bribery or
extortion (8%) and employment corruption (8%).

South Africa has a CPI (Corruption Perceptions Index)
score of 44/100, indicating high corruption within our
public sector.

Corruption OCCuUrs because politicians and
administrators often prioritise personal, factual, and
private interests over other considerations. As a country,
it is estimated that we lost R1.5 frillion to corruption
between 2014 and 2019.

Voters must demand that independent bodies be
established, empowered, and resourced to investigate
corruption cases without political interference. Voters
must also demand that new parliamentary procedures
support the Auditor-General's efforts in auditing
government spending and holding officials
accountable.

Voters must also demand stricter laws be enacted and
offenders brought before special courts to expedite
corruption cases. They must threaten to punish parties at
the polls for failing to root out corruption.
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6. CADRE DEPLOYMENT

Cadre deployment has negatively impacted
governance, public institutions, and the overall
functioning of the state.

Cadre deployment refers to a political party (such as
the ANC) placing its loyal members or activists in key
positions  within  state institutions. By bypassing
merit-based appointments, impartiality and
professionalism are severely compromised.

Prioritising loyalty to the party over competence and
integrity leads to corruption and nepotism, and
incompetence affects service delivery and public frust.

In their best interest, voters should use the power of their
vote to demand an abrupt end to cadre deployment
and the implementation of the professionalisation of the
civil service.

7. CLIMATE CRISIS

The climate crisis poses a significant threat to South
Africa; extreme weather events such as droughts, heat
waves, and severe flooding impact livelihoods,
landscapes, and culture.

The damage to crops and infrastructure is severe. It also
threatens biodiversity, which will affect livelihoods and
food security. These events' increasing frequency and
intensity will threaten food insecurity and lead to even
higher unemployment rates as agricultural exports
diminish and ecotourism declines.
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The government should invest in resilient systems to cope
with inevitable extreme weather events, including
floods, but the kitty needs more money to support this.

The UN World Economic Situation and Prospects Report
2024 predicts extreme weather and global conflicts will
worsen South Africa's debt crisis and depress the local
economy.

Voters should demand the enforcement of existing and
new climate policies, promote sustainable agriculture,
and work to achieve biodiversity conservation. They
should also urge political parties to support investments
in renewable energy and implement policies to quickly
reduce reliance on fossil fuels so that our country keeps
pace with international efforts and complies with new
international requirements demanded by exporters.

The climate crisis will stay with humanity forever. The only
issue is how serious and dangerous we want it to be. If
we act now, we can contain its severity and
destructiveness. If we don't act now, we will suffer so
intensely that living will not be worth our while.

8. CONSTITUTIONALITY

Our foundational legal document shapes our nation's
governance, rights, and responsibilities. At the very
outset, our Constitution declares: -

1. The Republic of South Africa is one sovereign,
democratic state founded on the following values:

a. Human dignity, the achievement of equality and the
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advancement of human rights and freedoms.
b. non-racialism and non-sexism.
c. Supremacy of the Constitution and the rule of law.

d. Universal adult suffrage, a national everyday voters’
roll, regular elections and a multi-party system of
democratic government to ensure accountability,
responsiveness and openness.

2. Supremacy of Constitution

This Constitution is the supreme law of the Republic; law
or conduct inconsistent with it is invalid, and its
obligations must be fulfilled.

3. Citizenship
All citizens are:

a. equally entitled to citizenship rights, privileges, and
benefits; and

b. equally subject to the duties and responsibilities of
citizenship.

The RSA Constitution was adopted in 1996, marking a
pivotal moment in our country's fransition from apartheid
to democracy. It embodies the aspirations of a united,
inclusive, and just South Africa. It also enshrines a
comprehensive  Bill of Rights that safeguards
fundamental human rights, freedom of expression,
equality, dignity, and access to education, healthcare,
and housing.
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The Constitution exists to promote social justice and
equality. We, as citizens, must use our Constitution to
claim our rights. It is not the Constitution's fault that we
are not enjoying the rights we should.

The Constitution is our shield because it ensures that no
single entity becomes too powerful and abuses its
authority. We have a legal right to hold our leaders
accountable.

Our Constitution deserves respect because it represents
the collective vision for a just, democratic, and inclusive
society. Supporting and adhering to it ensures a brighter
future for all South Africans.

9. DEBT EXPANSION

The South African government has caused a significant
expansion in public debt over the past decade,
particularly between 2014 and 2024. Low economic
growth and state capture at Eskom, Transnet, SAA, and
other State-Owned Enterprises required repeated
bailouts and debt restructuring, but with no positive
outcome. It has been a considerable amount of money
down the drain.

As tax revenues declined, borrowing to cover necessary
and unnecessary expenditures has climbed. The
government  prioritised  social spending, including
healthcare, education, and grants. Meeting these
commitments required additional borrowing.

As of December 2023, South Africa's national
government debt reached RS trillion Rand. If not
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managed effectively, the debt-to-GDP ratio of 77% will
lead to fiscal instability.

The Institute of International Finance (lIF) warned South
Africa's debt-to-GDP ratio could reach 95% by 2024.
Voters should be highly alarmed about this happening.
Every political party should be quizzed on what each
party will do to stop this from happening. The
debt-to-GDP ratio in South Africa has fluctuated over
the past decade. As follows:

2014 39.64%.

2015 52.65%.

2016 53.74%.

2017 56.26%.

2018 59.26%.

2019 64.72%.

2020 77.53%.

2021 75.62%.

2022 71.12%

2023 73.67%

2024 74.07%

A high debt-to-GDP ratio means more money is spent
on interest payments—this year, 22% of the
budget—reducing funds for essential services like
education, healthcare, and infrastructure. A rising ratio

can jeopardise long-term economic stability, and if the
debt burden becomes unsustainable, it will lead to
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financial crises, such as the country defaulting on debt
payments. A default will cause panic in both the
domestic and international markets. Growth will be
hindered, and poverty will increase.

COPE strongly recommends the urgent downsizing of
the government, cracking down on corruption, using Al
to control procurement, professionalising the public
service, aftracting fixed investments, amending
legislation to allow interns to benefit from the Skills Levy
and creating policies that will encourage the
re-industrialization of the economy.

10. ECONOMIC TRANSFORMATION AND GROWTH

Several vital actions are essential to achieving
economic transformation and sustainable economic
growth in South Africa (RSA).

Firstly, structural reforms must be undertaken, and direct
fixed investments must be continuously secured from
domestic and foreign sources. This must be done by
creating an attractive business environment through
streamlining regulations, reducing bureaucracy, and
providing appropriate incentives.

By downsizing the government, tackling corruption, and
improving procurement processes, more money will be
available to invest in roads, energy, and digital
connectivity.

The government must emphasise productivity, facilitate
domestic and international trade, and encourage a
culture of entrepreneurship.



Page | 23

The government must also focus on education and
developing marketable skills among youth so that they
can parficipate in a modern economy and help
expand the workforce.

Value-added manufacturing and the diversification of
the economy beyond resource extraction will have to
be actively supported. Achieving inclusive growth and
job creation on a scale wil bring youth and
marginalised groups into the economy.

Small and Medium Enterprises will need considerable
support as they will play a crucial role in employment
generation and economic diversification. Investments in
agriculture and agribusiness will be necessary to boost
rural development, enhance food security and increase
exports.

Redistribution must be done equitably so that all
resources and opportunities are available. To ensure
transformation and economic growth, the following will
have to happen: -

1. strengthening social safety nets,

2. transforming the townships and the township and
rural economies,

3. It is pragmatically addressing historical land
injustices.

4. promoting land ownership for previously
disadvantaged communities,
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. promoting Innovation and Technology,
6. investing in research,
7. embracing digital technologies,

8. transitioning toward a sustainable, low-carbon
economy,

9. investing in renewable energy sources,
10. conserving natural resources and biodiversity,

11. strengthening institutions to combat corruption
and promote transparency,

12. ensuring stability in policy frameworks to attract
long-term investment, fostering collaboration
between government, private sector, and civil
society, and

13. We are engaging with labour unions to create an
environment conducive to economic growth.

Achieving economic transformation and sustainable
growth in RSA will require a holistic approach that
addresses structural challenges, promotes inclusivity,
and balances financial, social, and environmental
priorities.

Every voter should be greatly concerned about
economic fransformation and growth because these
issues will always affect us. Voters must place a
significant emphasis on two issues in particular:
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1. the rapid economic transformation of fownships.

2. the massive repair and restoration of all
State-Owned Enterprises.

We will have social stability if the townships see
economic fransformation, and our economy will remain
collapsed while the State-Owned Enterprises collapse.
These are meant to be the natfional jewels. Our very
prosperity depends on these two issues.

Voters should, therefore, engage political parties on
these two issues very vigorously and get clarity on what
these parties support and do not support regarding
these issues. This election should be, first and foremost,
about economic transformation and economic growth.

The Economic Sector ought to have had a significant
involvement in selecting candidates for the national
and provincial parliament so that elected MPs and MPLs
would have had their backing and be fully accountable
to them and not to the political parties they belong to.

The South African economy has been facing steep
challenges over the past fifteen years because of
structural inequalities, wrong policy choices, cadre
deployment, serial unemployment, and increasing
poverty. Inadequate or unmarketable skills, low levels of
investment and growth, a lingering energy crisis of
massive proportion, revenue leakages, and a spiralling
budget deficit.

The management of public debt will need urgent
attention. A new government must be able to adhere to
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a fiscal consolidation path, drastically reducing
consumption-side expenditures, substantially improving
expenditure efficiency and control, and strengthening
revenue mobilisation by widening the net.

South Africa’s gross loan debt ballooned from R2.5 trillion
in the 2017-2018 financial year to a staggering RS trillion
in 2022-2023. This means the government borrowed an
additional R2 ftrillion from domestic and international
investors between 2017 and 2023.

Labour-intensive agriculture, tourism, and construction
employment are vital to reducing poverty and
inequality. The South African policy environment must
make labour more intensive through balanced worker
profection fo stimulate employment creation. Steps
must be taken to increase agricultural jobs, as this has
enormous implications for social cohesion. Agricultural
workers should have a portion of each farm reserved for
production as a derived benefit and incentive.

All employers must be encouraged to take on staff at
decent wages and reduced non-wage costs. Instead of
paying a Skills Development Levy (SDL) of 1% of their
workers' pay, employers could do the training in-house
where possible and desirable and prepare their
employees for recognised examinations.

The public service should also be subjected to the exact
requirement. The People's Republic of China's Civil
Service has been a well-established administrative
system for centuries.
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For ages, the members of the Chinese civil service have
been selected through competitive examinations. RSA
must learn from China. A new government must achieve
macroeconomic stability, substantially revitalise the jobs
market, and dramatically improve the investment
climate to achieve a more inclusive economy. The
broadening of the tax base will have to happen.

Increasing private participation in every state-owned
enterprise is necessary to inject innovation, new ideas,
and new capital. The SOEs, however, must balance
private involvement while continuing to serve the public
interest. During apartheid, SOEs played a significant role
in supporting the country's industrial and economic
capacity. SOEs can collaborate with private entities
strategically. Joint ventures, public-private partnerships
(PPPs), and concessions will allow private participation
while maintaining public control.

SOEs should prioritise their social mandate over profit.
This means ensuring essential services (such as energy,
water, and transportation) are accessible, affordable,
and reliable for all citizens. SOEs should contribute to
equitable wealth distribution, job creation, and skills
development. The state should decrease its holding by
50%.

Just as Dubai has been a hub for startups in the Middle
East and North Africa, South Africa must envision the
same for itself. A new government must also launch half
a dozen guides to help startups in RSA do business.
These guides should cover critical sectors such as
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Fintech, Healthcare, Transportation, Education, Social
Impact, Sustainability, Travel, Tourism, and hospitality.

The government must provide relevant data, statistics,
opportunities, and requisite legislation for entrepreneurs
launching startups in each sector. Facilitation should be
provided to meet regulatory requirements.

As in Dubai, we, too, should provide a comprehensive
list of business incubators and accelerators that can
help entrepreneurs grow their startups, as well as events
and conferences that will focus on their specific sectors.

For example, RSA (Road, Sea & Air) Global is a
Dubai-based company specialising in chemical logistics,
supply chain integration, cold chain supply, traditional
freight logistics, and warehousing facilities. The
Company has over 800 employees and has expanded
its operations to 30 countries. It has successfully provided
end-to-end supply chain solutions to its clients. RSA
Global has also ventured into e-commerce and
launched an online platform called RSA (Road, Sea and
Air) Mart, which offers customers a range of products
and services. All of this information is in the public
domain. We only need to access, use, and
acknowledge the sources.

Our country can learn from Dubai's startup ecosystem
by creating a supportive environment for startups. We
can also learn from Dubai's approach to diversifying its
economy by investing in different sectors. Furthermore,
we can also learn from Dubai's approach to innovation
and technology by investing in research and
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development and collaborating with universities and
research institutions.

An essential lesson from Dubai is that foreign investment
can be attracted by creating a business-friendly
environment and incentivising foreign investors.

Our country's young people face acute unemployment.
We need to stimulate enfrepreneurship and
self-employment. Our most significant job creation
opportunity is with startups, especially in the digital
sector. We need to strengthen the ecosystem and
Implement policy measures that target labour market
outcomes, which can make a difference in the pace of
employment recovery.

All this information is in the public domain. An economy
like ours, struggling so much, requires urgent structural
reforms. We need to make product and labour markets
more efficient. That is what will support economic
growth.

One-stop cenfres must be set up to streamline
government services and reduce bureaucracy. By
providing a single point of contact for businesses to
access government services and information, one-stop
centres will help reduce the time and cost of doing
business, which can attract more investment and create
more jobs.

How Home Affairs has been operating at present is
antagonistic to job creation. There must be no tolerance
for such incompetence and sluggishness.
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In all its divisions, the economic sector must be involved
in creating the best policy and environment for a strong
economy in South Africa. The sector's input must be
continuously invited.

Voting for parties A, B, or C will not help one iota. Voters
must vote for economic growth, public debt reduction
and the restoration of the SOEs. The SOEs must not be a
drain on the economy. They must spur the economy.
That is why we should make their restoration a national
priority.

Let's grow our economy together!

11. EDUCATION

The Education Sector must always be involved in
selecting candidates for the national and provincial
parliament so that elected MPs and MPLs will have the
requisite education on top of other experience to
provide quality leadership and effectively oversee the
executive.

Legislators must also have proven expertise to
understand the problems facing education and have
innovative ideas about improving the quality of
educatfion in public schools. Education lays the
foundation for a properly functioning society. If no one is
left behind and a massive pool of skills is available,
investments will flow into the economy faster.

Legislators must also understand the sociology of
formerly disadvantaged groups, their welfare needs,
and their educational challenges. The welfare of
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learners in rural areas should also be understood and
addressed.

The South African education system faces several
challenges affecting teachers and learners.

Teachers must be supported with excellent resources
and various technical tools. Hence, they are
well-equipped with lesson notes to teach and facilitate
learning and software to undertake administrative tasks
quickly and easily.

Teachers must be able to handle preparation, marking,
teaching, examining, and recording data. However,
they must cope with huge classes and experience
burnout. While teacher assistants will ease their burden,
other support should also be in place.

One major problem in education is the need for more
understanding of the socio-political environment of the
previously deprived communities and what should be
done to change their mindset and improve their
expectations to advance themselves, their environment,
and the country in general. The gestalt approach must
be encouraged.

In-service courses must be continuously offered to
teachers to provide opportunities for ongoing teacher
growth and achievement of teacher excellence.
Education for life must begin with teachers exemplifying
its fruth.

Colleges of Education must be brought back to
emphasise practical rather than theoretical teaching.
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The curriculum of the teachers’ colleges should be
revised to include, amongst other things, a South African
and African philosophy on child upbringing in a modern
world.

Teachers must also have continuous fraining in
understanding the impact of social problems such as
HIV/Aids, poverty and lawlessness on learners and to
gain insight info the amount of abuse children
experience in their homes and neighbourhoods. Issues
such as HIV/Aids, poverty and lawlessness could be
alleviated  through an  improvement in  the
socio-economic environment. Left unattended, these
will affect education adversely.

With state support, whole communities must be involved
in strengthening and improving school infrastructure so
that all children have access to extensive, modern
classrooms, quality libraries, laboratories, computer
rooms, and study areas.

Communities should be encouraged to feel a sense of
ownership of school property to protect the buildings.
Professional security guards, not mere untrained job
seekers, should also work with communities to safeguard
schools.

Teacher assistants must be available in each classroom
so that more learners can get personal assistance and
guidance.

Morning assemblies, with religious leaders from different
faiths practised in the community, should occasionally
be invited to conduct brief devotions. People standing
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in the communities should also occasionally be asked to
address learners to motivate them positively.

Departments of education should ensure that learning
materials are adequate and attractive, reading
materials are screened to keep up with community
values, and the curriculum considers career
opportunities for learners and keeps pace with the
technological changes occurring in the world.

Each provincial education department should assess
what skills are in demand in a given area so that the
curriculum can be fashioned to create the necessary
skills pool to support investments and local economic
growth.

Learners who leave school should know that job
opportunities will await them. They must see school as
the place that will equip them with the skills and
capabilities necessary to meet the challenges of a
world where arfificial intelligence rules and life, as we
know, require adjustment.

Parents must support their children’s education. The
educational system must provide for parents' ongoing
education to adjust to a world where Al will destroy old
jobs and create new jobs.

Regular meetings should occur with parents so that they
have a better understanding of the use of artificial
intelligence and how Al influences work opportunities.

Schools must become centres of arts, culture, and
sports. This is important for personal growth, community
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cohesion, and new career avenues. A budget must exist
for coaches. Parents should assist with ideas, planning,
and conducting school activities with their children's
teachers. Children's education should be a whole
community affair, something other than something left
entirely to teachers.

Community-based pregnancy prevention programmes
must involve the school as well as providing outreach
and support services to teenagers so that they have
access to high-quality sexual health services and
information  which  will  help prevent teenage
pregnancies. Community support must be garnered for
this purpose. Parents and teachers must work in
collaboration with professionals to help stem the rising
tide of pregnancies among schoolgirls. Regular visits by
social workers will assist in this regard.

As 24% of the national budget is already spent on
education, parents who have the means must pay
school fees or volunteer their services to make schools
functional. Fundraising will be a requirement for every
school. School concerts, bazaars, camps, and many
other fund-raising activities should be revived with the
involvement of parents. The government needs to have
more capacity to meet all educational demands.

The crisis in education will have to end with all role
players in the different economic sectors participating in
democratic and meaningful decision-making. A recent
international study found a startling revelation: Eight out
of 10 South African schoolchildren face difficulties in
reading by age ten.
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We are also grappling with a need for more qualified
and motivated teachers. The inadequate number of
teachers will exacerbate learners’ challenges,
particularly in the townships and rural areas.

One of the most effective strategies for addressing
inequality in South Africa and breaking the cycle of
poverty would be to get more children from low-income
families info education early and ensure they receive
the same quality of teaching and learning infrastructure
as children from wealthy communities. Teacher
education must be vigorously supported. Education is a
dynamic field, and considerable change is occurring
constantly.

Conducting subject-specific competency tests of all
teachers and providing intensive teacher training will be
very helpful to them and wil allow them to be
promoted. Teachers must be brought on board for such
an idea to be implemented.

In this regard, pay increases should be linked to
improved competency and qualifications. Minimum
standards must apply for new teachers, with the
eventual goal of all teachers having the kind of
bachelor's degree suited to a school's needs. Each
province should have an annual conference where
education is assessed, and a road map is laid for
tailoring tomorrow's education to tomorrow’s needs.

TECHNICAL VOCATIONAL EDUCATION AND TRAINING

Personnel appointed to teach at TVET colleges must be
highly qualified professionals. Lecturers should enrol in
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online courses annually. Staff should also be afforded
time to work in places related to their teaching to
benefit from up-to-date theory and practice.

TVET colleges should be under the umbrella of a
Technicon. Their role in meeting the chronic deficiency
in technical skills among youth, leading to high
unemployment rates, merits severe political attention.
TVET colleges should actively collaborate with industry
partners, as their input is essential for developing
relevant and up-to-date curricula that align with the job
market's needs.

The 2024 elections must be primarily about economic
growth, and every cog in the machine must work
smoothly and effectively. A skills pool will support
investments, and investments will support job growth.
Graduates must leave TVET colleges able and ready to
enter the workforce. Employers, for their part, should
prioritise work placements to gain practical experience
and complete their training.

HIGHER EDUCATION
There are critical challenges that need addressing:

1. Socio-economic disparities have perpetuated
inequitable access to education, and therefore, the
challenge of bridging this gap and ensuring equal
opportunities for all students must be met.

2. Insufficient financial resources exacerbated by a
shortfall in
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revenue and an increasing budget deficit will hinder
HEls' ability to provide quality education, maintain
infrastructure, and support research.is going to be a
steep challenge to overcome.

3. Addressing disparities in infrastructure, resources, and
teaching quality across institutions must be addressed
creatively and strategically.

4. Making education affordable for all through adopting
new strategies and partnering with the Massachusetts
Institute of Technology, which offers a vast array of
online courses, will have to be resolved in a conference
of all institutions. The question of high tfuition fees and
related costs must be examined.

5. As education increasingly moves online, ensuring
reliable internet connectivity for students and educators
will be vital. It will be necessary to establish data
donation initiatives, collaborate with telecom providers
to facilitate these donations and ensure efficient
distribution, Partner with educational content providers
to zero-rate access to their platforms during specific
hours, negotiate with internet service providers (ISPs) to
exempt educational websites and apps from data
charges, and set up community Wi-Fi hotspots in areas
with limited connectivity will be issues that political
parties will have to resolve.

6. Higher learning Institutions must take the lead in
balancing traditional exams with  innovative
approaches to enhance the evaluation processes for
testing learners.
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7. Providing robust support services and bringing experts
together to resolve accommodation issues must be
urgently addressed.

8. HEIs must invite robust and regular evaluations,
accreditation, and benchmarking to assure everyone
that they are among the best in the world.

9. Supporting faculty members through professional
development programs, research opportunities, and
competitive salaries is very important.

10. We must embrace Al and technology tools like
ChatGPT in  education to enhance teaching,
personalise learning, improve learning efficiency,
increase competitiveness, facilitate administrative
processes, and assist with research and research output.

Education at every level is essential for revitalising our
aiing economy. The more educated and skiled our
youth are, the better for them, their families, and society.

12. ELECTORAL REFORM

Electoral reform in South Africa is crucial to enhancing
governance and fostering economic growth. It is a big
MUST. Electoral reform is required to make politics 100%
about the people and not 100% about political parties
and their interests, as is happening presently.

The President has to be directly elected by the voters,
not by a political party. Electoral reform must ensure
that citizens' voices are accurately represented.
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A reformed electoral  system  will enhance
accountability. When MPs are directly accountable to
specific constituencies, they are more likely tfo address
local concerns and respond to citizens' needs.

In his last speech to parliament in 1999, Nelson Mandela
called for a review of the electoral system. While he did
not prescribe specific reforms, his advocacy signalled
the need for change to ensure a more representative
and accountable system.

After leaving office, former President Kgalema
Motlanthe chaired the High-Level Panel on Assessment
of Key Legislation and Acceleration of Fundamental
Change. The panel proposed amending the Electoral
Act to create an electoral system that combines
proportional representation with defined constituencies
for MPs in national elections to enhance accountability,
strengthen representation, and contribute to better
governance.

Voters must demand that the sound recommendations
made by Nelson Mandela and the panels led by van Zyl
Slabbert, Pregs Govender, and Kgalema Motlanthe be
implemented immediately so that citizens can have a
more significant say in how they are governed.

Numerous panels have made their recommendations.
They are excellent recommendations. Voters now must
compel political parties to commit earnestly to these
electoral reforms. Voters should shun those parties that
refuse to support these recommendations.
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Political parties cannot be given power without being
accountable to the public, making our democracy a
paper democracy.

COPE has a parliament bill ready to effect wide-scale
electoral reform. It has already been gazetted, and the
Speaker is required to release it for public scrutiny and
comment.

Most political parties will not agree to support this Bill.
Citizens, on the other hand, wil find the Bill very
attractive. Intense pressure from voters will allow the Bill
to go forward. It will be so good for South Africa to
engage with it. You can find the Bill here:

https://www.parliament.gov.za/bill/2294692.

While the closed-list proportional Representation
continues to be our electoral system, many people will
mistakenly believe that the Constitution is an obstacle to
meaningful economic transformation and wealth
redistribution. This negativity arises from people not
having enjoyed the hoped-for dividends of democracy.

The problem is the electoral system.

The Constitution is not the root cause of our country’s
problems. Instead, political negligence, corruption, and
mismanagement because of a lack of accountability
have led to the terrible situation we are witnessing and
experiencing.

The constitution can entirely change the lives of most
South Africans if it is earnestly upheld and the provisions
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of the Bill of Rights are progressively implemented. For
that to happen, electoral reform has to happen.

The Closed List Proportional Representation electoral
system gives political parties too much power and rope.
It allows politicians to be self-interested and permits the
erosion of accountability to the people.

Hundreds of parties have been registered with the IEC.
Why this great interest?

It pays handsomely to be the head of a political party in
RSA. Once elected to parliament, a leader can remain
a leader for 30 years, unchallenged, as has been
happening routinely.

For as long as anyone can remember, politics in South
Africa has been a sphere of contestation. Even after the
advent of democracy, people did not universally
welcome constitutional democracy without reservation.

Unfortunately, and regrettably, there was no negotiation
on the electoral system. Nothing at all. The assassination
of Chris Hani forced the announcement of the date of
the 1994 elections without any voter's roll. Many
governments appointed panels after 1994 to
recommend electoral reform, as mentioned. Still,
political parties were so comfortable with the closed-list
PR system that no changes were tolerated.

The Closed List PR system made President Zuma a virtual
dictator during his term of office. Even though R246m of
state funds were unlawfully diverted to building his
Nkandla homestead, ANC MPs and Ministers defended
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the expenditure in the silliest, most bootlicking way
possible.

Recently, the ANC Secretary General publicly accepted
that ANC MPs knowingly lied to parliament that a
swimming pool was a fire pool. The Public Protector’s
“Secure in Comfort” report exposed the glaring
impropriety and blatant corruption at Nkandla. In the
interval, on eight different occasions, ANC MPs and
Ministers staunchly and arrogantly defended Zuma
each time a motion of no confidence was tabled in the
NA.

Disgusted with the behaviour of ANC MPs, the UDM on
15 May 2017, supported by the DA, EFF, IFP, NFP, Cope,
FF+, ACDP, AIP, Agang, PAC, and the APC approached
the Constitutional Court to rule that the Speaker was
constitutionally empowered to prescribe voting by
secret ballot when a motion of no confidence was
before the National Assembly.

On 22 June 2017, the apex court pointed out that
“South Africa is a constitutional democracy - a
government of the people, by the people and for the
people through the instrumentality of the Constitution.”
It clarified that cenfral to this vision was “the
improvement of the quality of life of all citizens and the
optimisation of the potential of each through good
governance.” The court also recognised that ‘“since
constitutions  and good governance do  not
self-actualize, governance structures had to be created
to breathe life into our collective aspirations.”
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The court noted that in this regard, “knowing that it is not
practical for all fifty-five millions of us to assume
governance responsibilities and function effectively, we
the people” designated messengers or servants to run
our constitutional errands for the common good of us
all. These errands can only be run successfully by people
who are unwaveringly loyal to the core constitutional
values of accountability, responsiveness, and openness.
And this would explain why all must swear obedience to
the Constitution before assuming office.”

Even though the opposition parties succeeded in the
Constitutional Court, a mere 31 ANC MPs voted to oust
Zuma in a secret ballot despite state capture reaching
its zenith. Just how harmful the Closed-list PR system has
been to our country was made clear by the fact that a
president could hand the keys of the National Treasury
to the Guptas.

The ANC caucus supinely and fawningly looked on. They
betrayed their oaths of office. They betrayed South
Africa.

It wasn't as if the ANC didn’t know that the Closed List
PR system was a problem. On 26 March 1999, President
Nelson Mandela, making his farewell speech in the
National Assembly, left MPs and South Africa to ask
whether the time had not come "to re-examine our
electoral system, to improve the nature of our
relationship, as public representatives, with the voters!”

In 2002, the cabinet appointed a team under the
leadership of Frederik van Zyl Slabbert to investigate
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electoral systems that would best suit South Africa. That
team’s main recommendation was for South Africa to
have a mix of proportional representation and a
constituency-based system. That would have been a
small start to answer Madiba’s question.

However, in 1996, at the Arniston Bosberaad, the ANC
retained the Closed List PR system for the 1999 general
election. It was tailor-made for careerist politicians and
corrupt individuals.

In 1998, the Eisa Roundtable on electoral reform
discussed a mixed-member proportional system (MMP)
with single-member constituencies (SMCs).
Unfortunately, political parties still had no appetite to
deal with President Mandela’s challenge.

In 2006, the National Assembly appointed an
independent panel, chaired by former MP Pregs
Govender, to investigate electoral reform. The panel
found that the electoral system needed urgent reform
and recommended a mixed system that should attempt
“to capture the benefits of both the constituency-based
and proportional representation electoral systems.”

Self-serving and self-interested politicians were resistant
to grasping the nettle. Their interests prevailed, not those
of the people.

Another investigation was launched to investigate what
was wrong in South Africa. In November 2017, the
Motlanthe High-Level Panel Report was published. On
page 568, the following most telling point was made:
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“Two of the major challenges with the current electoral
system are the weakness of the proportional
representation system in holding politicians to account
to the electorate and its propensity for generating
factionalism of a type that led to an insurrection in
Gauteng and Kaw Zulu-Natal. Members of Parliament
are appointed not directly by voters but rather by their
party, based on candidate lists submitted to the
Electoral Commission before the elections. This makes
them accountable to the party and its leadership rather
than voters, and places party politics and loyalties
ahead of effectiveness and delivery.”

Despite the report being signed off by no less a person
than Kgalema Motlanthe, neither President Ramaphosa
nor the Speaker did anything to act on what was
recommended.

The ANC politicians were determined to milk the state to
the fullest and for a more extended period.

Once again, the Constitutional Court was left to declare
that the electoral system was defective. On 16 April
2019, the court allowed the New Nation Movement to
access the ConCourt directly on the right of
independent candidates to stand for election. The court
heard arguments on 25 August 2019.

On June 11, 2020, Constitutional Court judge Mbuyiseli
Madlanga ruled that the Electoral Act was deemed, in
part, to be unconstitutional because independents
were precluded from standing for election. Parliament
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was given two years to fix it. The trigger was finally

pulled.

Here's what should have been legislated had public
interest been put before party political interests: -

a.

The President, Premiers, Mayors, and their
deputies should be directly elected by the
people and thus be accountable to them.

The number of seatfs in the National Assembly
should have been reduced from 400 to 350 (the
Constitution permits this).

Reduce the seats in the provincial legislatures by
65%.

Infroduce a mixed system of elections:
constituency-based plus proportional
representation. Replace the Closed List PR system
with an Open List PR system. Reserve a minimum
of one-third of the seafts in every legislature for
women; more will be very good.

Infroduce electronic voting.

Give cenfrality to the Bill of Rights to reduce
inequality and poverty.

Ensure that optimal accountability prevails.

As most political parties have shown no interest in doing
what Nelson Mandela and the different panels have
been recommending, Mosivoa Lekota took it upon
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himself to infroduce a private member’s Bill: Electoral
Laws Second Amendment Bill (B34-2020).

Even though it was a gazette, it is lying in parliament
with no aftempt to have any public participation
regarding it.

If we agree that “the people shall govern,” let the
people decide whether to support the Bill. This Bill
proposes to make our democracy work entirely in the
interest of citizens. Voters should support it going forward
for public discussion. It will do so much good for all of us.

Citizens with strong public support and civic action must
initiate the electoral reform process. The Bill can be
accessed here:

https://www.pdarliament.gov.za/bill/2294692.

In a constituency-based  system, voters elect
representatives from their local area to represent their
interests in the legislature.

Our Constitution, in sections 46(1) and 105(1), requires
that members be elected to the National Assembly and
the Provincial Legislatures using an electoral system that
“results, in general, in proportional representation.” Our
electoral  system, therefore, must provide for
proportionality, but constituency representation can
also be accommodated.

In a closed-list PR system, such as in RSA, voters must
choose to vote for a political party as the party
packages its candidates. People have no say in who
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represents that party. This is why the ANC felt
comfortable placing six senior ANC party members in its
2024 election list despite being fingered for acts of
corruption by the Zondo Commission.

These individuals were found to have connections to
corrupt activities, yet their names remain on the party’s
list submitted to the Commission of South Africa.

It is alarming that the Zondo Commission report flagged
97 members and leaders of the ANC in connection with
state capture. However, only four ANC members have
been declared ineligible to stand as public
representatives. How can the ANC ever fight corruption
with so many of its leaders and members continuously
and secretly seeking self-enrichment in whichever way
they can?

Under the Closed List PR system, accountability is to the
party leaders at the head office. There is no
accountability fo the people. Parties protect their
leaders irrespective of their criminal actions, as has been
the case with the ANC.

Since all of the political parties in parliament, bar
(COPE), have yet to show any spirited eagerness to
effect fundamental and far-reaching electoral reform,
voters must take it upon themselves to demand a
change in the electoral system to improve the
conditions of their lives.

It will be a brilliant and essential thing to do.
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This election allowed voters to choose candidates
sector by sector and segment by segment to get
capable and accountable MPs and MPLs. In a
sector-based system, without it even having to exist in
legislation, voters could have chosen people who would
have made our economy grow through their initiative,
knowledge and experience. We could have elected
representatives based on their profession, occupation,
industry, or social segmentation. COPE would have
accommodated such independent candidates.
Unfortunately, this chance went begging.

The economy needs fixing, as does the government,
education, health services, electricity supply, tfransport,
tfownship transformation, SOEs, women's abuse, youth's
future, and a whole list of other things.

Our society in 2024 needs specialists from each sector to
fix the problems in that sector. A parliament full of
people with little or no specialisation in each industry
and segment will mean that very little will be fixed.

Without the infusion of new blood and specialists,
parliament will once again have the ANC, the DA, the
EFF and other parties, and it will be business as usual.
Politicians have no magic wand to make their promises
into horses people canride.

Voters should consider the Electoral Laws Second
Amendment Bill, which is gathering dust in parliament, a
perfect solution and demand that it be released for
public comment.
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While political parties stifle electoral reform, everyone
must endure many hardships and dangers.

For a better future, let us do what Nelson Mandela
urged and demand electoral reform. Every voter needs
to demand electoral reform. It is as simple as that.

13. ELECTRICITY AND ENERGY

In South Africa, just under 90% of the population is
connected to the energy grid. However, South Africa’s
population is experiencing universal energy poverty
because of serial load-shedding.

According to the news media, there were 778 hours of
load shedding over 335 days. This happened despite
Eskom receiving R242 billion in bailouts and an
additional R254 billion to alleviate its immense debt
burden.

Furthermore, the Minister of Finance allowed Eskom to
create an additional debt of R25 bilion in the 22/23
budget. Throwing money at Eskom in this way hasn't
helped at all. If anything, the situation at Eskom has
worsened for all of us.

The estimated cost of load shedding was around R35
billion. In 2023, Eskom burned R35 billion worth of diesel
to keep the lights on for short durations. How could the
ANC government have allowed this?

Loadshedding is inconvenient, damaging to equipment,
and very costly for businesses. Electricity is essential for
people working online and from home or students who
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must study. It is also crucial for hospitals, universities,
courts, and factories.

Loadshedding impacted the economy very negatively.
Many jobs were lost because of load shedding. People
who can afford it are investing in solar solutions. Many
people have also invested in batteries and inverters.

According to Cliffe Dekker Hofmeyr, intfroducing rooftop
solar feed-in schemes for corporate and residential
buildings across South Africa could immediately relieve
the natfional grid, align with climate change
commitments, and stimulate investment in solar
installations.

Vietnam, for example, has tackled its electricity crisis by
adopting rooftop solar power. The Vietnamese
government created conditions for deploying rooftop
PV systems in at least half of the country’'s commercial
and residential buildings through net metering.

We, too, have seen a significant increase in rooftop solar
capacity over the past year, with a 349% increase in
installed rooftop solar PV capacity from March 2022 to
June 2023.

Besides a rebate scheme that allowed individuals who
installed new panels onto their homes to claim rebates
equal to 25% of the cost of the panels, tax breaks were
also used to increase rooftop solar take-up.

The government must streamline the process of
obtaining permits and approvals for rooftop solar
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installations to make it easier and faster for individuals to
install solar panels.

Better financing options for rooftop solar installations will
make rooftops more affordable for more individuals.
Investments in  research and development  will
undoubtedly improve the efficiency and affordability of
rooftop solar tfechnology.

According to data from Eskom and Professor Anton
Eberhard, South African households and businesses
have installed an estimated 4,400MW of rooftop solar
PV. This is double the solar capacity procured under
Eskom'’s four bid windows. The country’s installed solar
rooftop PV increased from 983 MW in March 2022 to
4,412 MW in June 2023, a 349% increase in just over a
year. South Africa imported over R16.5 billion worth of
solar panels in the first nine months of 2023, equal to
over 4,500 MW in generation capacity.

From the beginning of 2023 to the end of 2025, the
private sector will have added over 6,000 MW to the
grid. From 2025 to 2030, it will add a further 19,300 MW.
This is the way to go.

France, Germany, the UK, the USA, and the EU will
provide $8.5 billion in development assistance over the
next three to five years to help South Africa achieve net
zero by 2050; easy and cheaper funding for rooftop
solar must happen.

According to the South African Wind Energy Association
(SAWEA), South Africa has outstanding conditions for
generating wind energy. More than 80% of the country’s
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land mass has wind conditions that produce high load
factors (more than 30%). Experts estimate that
technological advancements, among other factors, will
help reduce the cost of wind energy by between 17%
and 35% by 2035.

According to official Eskom data, 34 operational wind
farms add a combined capacity of more than 3,400MW
to South Africa’s electricity grid. The only Eskom-owned
wind power station is the Sere Wind Farm near
Vredendal in the Western Cape, which contributes
roughly 105MW. Large wind farms have capacities
between 135MW and 140MW.

Unfortunately, the high concentration of renewable
power stations in the Cape provinces has led to Eskom
running out of transmission capacity in this part of the
country. In 2022, not a single additional megawatt of
wind capacity was added to the grid due to this
limitation.

A solution would be to use advanced conductors on our
country’s transmission lines, with carbon and composite
cores instead of the steel wire cores used for
conventional conductors. This would enable the
carriage of increased capacity to overcome grid
constraints  and  simultaneously maintain  better
performance at higher operating temperatures.

Another solution is for the government to provide
legislative and financial support for municipalities to
invest in battery storage or pumped hydro. Every KW of
electricity should either be used or saved. The fact that
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Eskom will require R210 billion to increase grid capacity
means that alternatives must be found.

The Presidential Economic Advisory Council recently
took a tough stance on the woeful state of the
electricity system because ministers had failed over the
years to make necessary investments in infrastructure,
delaying the release of bid windows and not focussing
on creating transmission lines. The failure of the ANC
government in this regard has been mind-blowing.

While Eskom has built 4,300km of fransmission lines in the
past ten years, 14,000km of new high-voltage power
lines will sfil have fo be built by 2032. The ANC
government’s failure must count as a dereliction of duty.

The grid only accommodates about 20,000MW across
Mpumalanga, Gauteng, KwaZulu-Natal, and Limpopo.
No generation capacity is available in the three Cape
provinces, the most favourable areas for wind and solar
power generation.

Eskom anficipates a significant electricity generation
shortfall throughout 2024. According to its forecasts,
there will likely be a 2,001-megawatt (MW) deficit for the
entfire year. This means that Eskom could stay within its
generating capacity by at least two load-shedding
stages during 2024.

Therefore, we can expect load-shedding throughout
the year. Time will reveal just how bad the situation will
be. We can expect politicians to do little to solve the
problem after the elections.
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Electricity is the backbone of our country’s entire energy
system. Governments will need capable people to
infroduce new tfechnologies, innovative business
models, and creative thinking and working methods.

Whether we like it or not, the need to move to 100%
fossil-free electricity is here. This will have to happen to
alleviate the climate crisis, improve people's health near
power stations, lower prices for all consumers, and
preserve a future for our children. Both sustainability and
resilience goals will have to be met urgently.

Importers from our big markets are already starting to
demand carbon-free production from us as suppliers.
This is because they are becoming more aware of the
environmental impact of their supply chains and want
to reduce their carbon footprint.

The World Trade Organization has also recognised the
importance of decarbonising international trade and
has worked on initiatives to promote sustainable trade.
Transitioning to carbon-free production is a necessary
step towards reducing greenhouse gas emissions and
mitigating the effects of climate change. Many
companies are already pursuing this goal by investing in
renewable energy, improving energy efficiency, and
adopting sustainable practices.

Transitioning to renewable energy will have to happen
very swiftly, and it will be better to leapfrog and be in
front to enjoy the rewards rather than lag and be
penalised. After the 2024 elections, the government will
have to play catch up in dealing with: -
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a. increasing renewable resources,
b. expanding energy storage,
C. instituting advanced distribution and

management of electricity,

d. modernising the grid and grid control and
optimising the transition to electric vehicles or
vehicles using clean fuel.

Policymakers can also support the use of suitable-sized
microgrids. This must be seen as a valuable addition to
our hopelessly inadequate national grid. Microgrids are
self-contained power systems operating independently
or in conjunction with the primary grid. Renewable
energy sources, such as solar panels, wind turbines,
ocean buoys or float systems, can power them.

Microgrids can help reduce energy losses in fransmission
and distribution, further increasing the efficiency of the
electric delivery system. About 2-4% of energy is lost in
the transmission lines, 1-2% during the step-down, and
4-6% during distribution.

South Africa already has some experience with
microgrids. Hitachi Energy, for example, commissioned
microgrids in Longmeadow, Johannesburg, in 2016 and
on Robben Island in 2017. These are still operational in
2024. They enable Robben Island to integrate
renewable solar energy into its isolated grid and stabilise
the power supply.
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Solar energy can be produced on-site at roughly half
the price Eskom currently charges, making it attractive.
According to the World Bank, microgrids' electricity
costs could be meagre. The spread of microgrids can
benefit poor communities.

Microgrids and green energy are promising
technologies that must be thoroughly and expeditiously
investigated, with the involvement of communities and
all stakeholders. Such a move will help improve energy
resilience and sustainability in South Africa.

We must take resilience very seriously. We will all need to
be resilient to survive in the years to come. Microgrids
can also help reduce the risk of power outages and
blackouts, which are now common in South Africa.

A modern distributed power generation system must
combine solar, wind, hydro and mega batteries in a
coordinated manner to meet commercial, industrial,
and residential needs. This must materialise quickly.

We must develop national and municipal plans to
deploy energy storage to ease the current electricity
crisis and reduce the need for load shedding during
periods of peak power demand. Energy storage will
require grid batteries and pumped hydro to balance
electricity supply and demand, improve grid stability,
and boost energy providers' financial returns.

Municipalities in South Africa have already integrated
282 MW of embedded power, mostly rooftop solar, into
their networks. This is a positive step towards
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decentralising energy supply and embracing the
transition.

Some municipalities have already approved tariff
frameworks for small-scale embedded generation
(SSEG) and are seeing benefits. The benefits range from
securing clean energy at a cost equal to or below the
Eskom tariff to releasing unused municipal land for
energy production. Such a move supports local
economic development, enterprise initiatives and job
creation.

Installing mega municipal batteries can help store
excess energy generated by rooftop solar panels and
make them available when needed. This will make
rooftop energy generation more attractive, effective,
and beneficial to everyone.

Achieving large-scale energy storage at a municipal
level will solve the problem of intermittent wind and solar
electricity generation. It will also optimise the use of
congested grids and confribute to the better use of
existing power plants.

As such, it can be a cost-effective and immediate
alternative to grid expansion, where we need to catch
up. Utilities worldwide have ramped up their storage
capabilities using supersized batteries that can store
anywhere between 100 and 800 megawatts (MW) of
energy.

The national government must encourage municipalities
to begin a phased installation of mega batteries on a
public-private sector basis, with a governance model
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requiring fransparency, responsiveness, and
accountability.

Eskom is also considering battery storage. To address the
challenges of insufficient grid capacity, it has identified
Northwest province as the ideal location for the second
615MW  battery storage project. Eskom has selected
eight transmission substation sites in the Northwest:
Mercury, Carmel, Hermes, Ngwedi, Midas, Marang,
Bighorn, and Ararat.

KwaZulu-Natal, Gauteng, Limpopo, Mpumalanga, and
the Free State are the other provinces suitable for
battery storage. The six criteria used were: -

a. availability of capacity,

b. reduction in losses,

C. system strength,

d. the concentration of storage and facilitation of

renewable energy and decongestion of the
fransmission network.

In the Cape provinces, more and bigger batteries are
required. Pumped storage would also be feasible.
Creating hydrogen would also be an option. The Hive
hydrogen plant at the Coega Special Economic Zone
aims to produce 950,000 tons of green ammonia
annually. It will use a 1000 MW solar plant and a 56 MW
battery storage component on-site. It will also draw
electricity from a 400 MW wind farm built further away.
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Every town and city can store or use excess electricity
differently via new technology. With the support and a
legal framework, many towns and cities can start with
public-private enterprises to create storage facilities or
support hydrogen production.

The Council for Scientific and Industrial Research aims to
develop low-cost lithium-ion batteries and
supercapacitors using locally mined manganese and
titanium ores.

There is also collaborative research to use minerals like
gold to synthesise nanomaterials for application in
photovoltaics. South Africa needs a government to
drive industrial development with ability and purpose.

Solid-state sodium-ion batteries, currently in
development worldwide, will be safer than Li-ion
batteries because they are non-flammable and can
operate effectively across various temperatures. They
are projected to have lower costs than lithium-ion
batteries because they use cheaper materials. Many
view sodium-ion batteries as a way to scale energy
storage to new levels.

The time for rapid growth in industrial-scale energy
storage is at hand. The race is on for the next generation
of batteries. Which other political party will be able to
seize the inifiafive to benefit our country?

Regarding hydropower and pumped storage, South
Africa has a potential of about 14,000 GWh/year from
hydroelectricity. About 90% has already been
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developed. The following are Eskom-operated
hydropower stations: -

a. Colley Wobbles (42 MW),
b. Gariep (360 MW),

C. Second Falls (11T MW),

d. Vanderkloof (240 MW),
e. First Falls (6 MW),

f. Ncora (1.6 MW),

The following are municipal-owned hydropower stations:

a. Steenbras Hydroelectric Power Station (180 MW),

b. Thaba Chweu local municipality-owned
grid-connected statfion (2.6 MW)

Private sector-owned stations connected to the national
grid are: -

a. The Neusberg Hydro Power Station (10) MW),
b. Clanwilliam (300 kW),

C. Freidenheim (2 MW), Merino (4 MW)

Some of the small hydroelectricity schemes are:

Schemes such as the Kwa-Madiba micro-hydropower
plant, located next to the Thina Falls along the Titsa River



Page | 62

in the Eastern Cape, have the potential to be
employed.

At present, 3,586 MW of hydropower is produced
annually in South Africa. With 2,832 MW of electricity
from pumped storage, 4,750 GWh of electricity is
produced. However, this only accounts for about 2% of
the national supply.

CSIR and Stellenbosch University researched wave
energy in South Africa, and the university's Centre for
Renewable and Sustainable Energy Studies (CRSES)
published a report on the available data on South
African wave power resources.

Developing an ocean wave energy industry in South
Africa should begin in phases. Countries like Scotland,
Australia, China, Denmark, Italy, Korea, Portugal, Spain,
the United Kingdom, and the United States are all
developing wave energy. Scotfland is the leader in wave
energy development, with several active projects
underway.

The World Economic Forum has highlighted the potential
of wave energy to help meet the increasing global
electricity demand.

HYDROGEN

South Africa must turn to natural and green hydrogen to
switch quickly from fossil fuels to clean energy.

Hydrogen is increasingly being regarded as the fuel of
the future for South Africa’s energy sector. We certainly
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have an opportunity to capitalise on the rapidly
developing global hydrogen economy  and
revolutionise our economy by supplying green hydrogen
to the world.

Hydrogen is critical to achieving global decarbonisation
as it offers an unparalleled solution for fransporting,
storing, and efficiently utilising clean energy. With the
rapid growth in renewable electricity and falling costs of
wind and solar power, the opportunity to produce
zero-carbon hydrogen has caught the attention of
global energy players. Switching to hydrogen
production would be another solution for using excess
electricity.

The Africa Green Hydrogen Alliance was launched in
May 2022 to foster collaboration among role players.
Opportunities to transform the Bushveld complex and
larger region around Johannesburg, Mogalakwena and
Durban into a Hydrogen Valley must be given impetus.
Three catalytic green hydrogen hubs have already
been identified in South Africa’s Hydrogen Valley. These
locations have a high concentration of future hydrogen
demand and are well-placed to produce hydrogen.
The launch of the hydrogen economy in the Hydrogen
Valley can’t wait another minute.

ELECTRICITY IS BECOMING TOO EXPENSIVE

Nersa is currently changing how Eskom is allowed to
determine its future price hikes — and one of the most
significant proposed changes is dropping the revenue
guarantees that have been hugely beneficial to Eskom.
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Under the current MYPD methodology, clawbacks and
recoveries have led to Eskom applying for increasingly
higher tariff hikes yearly. The regulator proposes a new
tariff structure, the Electricity Price Determination
Methodology (EPDM) rules.

Whatever happens, electricity generated by Eskom will
be expensive. People will need affordable electricity,
which is possible if correctly tackled.

TRANSITIONING ~ SWIFTLY  FROM  FOSSIL  FUELS TO
RENEWABLE FUELS

The climate crisis is real; it is here, and it is very
destructive. South Africa has to begin abandoning fossil
fuels at its own pace. It can do so by quickly reducing oil
imports by 50% and introducing regulations for strategic
rationing. At the same time, support for the
electrification of fransport must be ramped up.
Alternatively, we should seek to go the hydrogen route.

This can be done by making retrofitting affordable by
removing import duties on electric engines and waiving
VAT  throughout the  conversion process. A
comprehensive plan  with medium to long-term
commitment will be required. Investment in recharging
infrastructure  or  hydrogen refueling must be
accelerated. More private investment must be
encouraged.

Investment in electric/hydrogen buses and passenger
trains will improve public transportation. The time has
also come to consider subways. These measures will
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help reduce the number of cars on the road and
decrease the country’s dependence on fossil fuels.

Incentives such as tax credits and subsidies will have to
be provided to encourage using electric/hydrogen
vehicles. Minibus taxis must also be encouraged to go
electric. This will help reduce the country’s dependence
on fossil fuels for transportation, and the cherry on top
will reduce transport costs for millions of citizens.

South Africa must collaborate with international partners
to acquire knowledge and resources for the renewable
energy transition. China and India have a lot from which
we can learn. Ambitious targets for transitioning to
renewable energy will have to be set because the
climate crisis will demand that we move swiftly in that
direction. This will help to create a sense of urgency and
commitment to the transition.

China is the country South Africa has to emulate. It is a
BRICS partner. It has the world's most extensive electric
public transportation system, with over 420,000 electric
buses. Shenzhen, a city in China, has the most
prominent electric public. The world's transportation
system has 16,000 electric buses and 22,000 electric
taxis. This is only the beginning of a flying start China has
made. We can't just wait in the meantime and be in the
very rear of other nations. Our politicians have been
sleeping while some have been busy stealing.

CONCLUSION

Everyone in the energy sector must look beyond Eskom
and fossil fuels because the climate crisis is accelerating,
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and the price of fuels will continue to rise. South Africa
needs a comprehensive energy policy that will benefit
everyone and allow our country to move quickly
towards net zero carbon emissions. We will have to do
this, and it will pay to be very proactive and take
advantage of grants and cheap funding.

We invite everyone in the energy sector to contribute to
a solution that will take wus forward, promote
affordability, and help create jobs at scale.

We understand that an estimated 92,230 people are
employed in the coal industry. New energy sources like
bioenergy, end-use renewables, and supply chain
resources could create up to 3.3 million jobs by 2030. This
will offset the 2.7 million jobs expected to be lost in the
fossil fuel sectors. We should have deep public
engagements on this so there are winners.

To ensure that people in the fossil fuel industries find
replacement jobs in the renewable sector quickly, the
focus should be on providing specialist skills in
renewables and clean energy alternatives. Learning
about batteries is the way to go. This is where massive
job creation can take place.

The South African Energy Skills Roadmap 2023, a
collaborative work of the South African National Energy
Association (Sanea) and Wits University, identified skills
gaps for the energy sector of the future and
recommended that training institutions offer specialist
degrees—both undergraduate and postgraduate—for
renewable energy (such as solar, wind, biomass) and
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clean energy (such as green hydrogen, automation,
and robotics).

Legal and financial skills, social scientists, engineers, and
environmental and climate scientists will be needed.

Training for retrofitting vehicles and installing, repairing,
and maintaining renewable energy plants must begin
quickly. This is an important emerging area with
significant  implications for local enterprise and
community skills development.

Workers will require specialised skills for these clean
energy technologies (such as green hydrogen and
energy storage solutions). In addition to technical
specialists who can work with solar PV and wind
technologies, others, such as electrical engineering and
non-electrical technical skills like boilermakers, welders,
and mechanical skills, will be needed.

All this information is available to everyone in the public
domain. We are sharing what others have freely shared
on the internet. RSA should also consider providing
training for supportive roles for the just energy fransition,
which must consider socioeconomic factors.

These include policy development, research, legal skills,
forecasting, and modelling. Mathematical and
statistical considerations will also be essential for energy
planning. We will require development practitioners who
can work with communities affected by the transition to
renewables. When the lights keep going out, the
darkness gets longer and longer.
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Businesses suffer, and many close. Jobs need to be
recovered. Equipment is destroyed. The economy
remains on ifs knees.

All of this is unnecessary. It requires politicians to have
plans to be put on the table right after the elections.
These can be improved, cost, and implemented quickly.
People and businesses need affordable and reliable
electricity, which can be done if political parties are
willing to use the knowledge readily available on the
internet.

14. FISCAL DEFICIT

A fiscal deficit arises when a government spends more
than its total income, including revenue and capital
receipts. To do this, it must keep borrowing more than it
already borrows. In other words, the fiscal deficit
considers all government expenditures (revenue and
capital) and compares that to all receipts (income and
capital).

Our government has faced a fiscal deficit for many
years. From 2013 to 2022, the government experienced
a sizeable budgetary deficit because it spent much
more on debt servicing, bailouts, social programmes,
services, and infrastructure than collected through taxes
and other revenue sources.

Meanwhile, massive corruption was also eating into
state resources and worsening the situation. The
government, therefore, was maxing out its credit cards.
Further borrowing will become ever more challenging.
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Our economy has been on the edge of a recession,
and the economic downturn has caused tax revenue to
decrease. With less income and uncontrolled public
spending, a fiscal has become an annual occurrence.
Public debt, which the government is creating and
asking us to take responsibility for, is rising rapidly yearly.
Our share of the debt, as individuals, is therefore also
increasing.

High debt levels are straining government finances,
crowding out private investment, and increasing interest
payments. The cost of servicing the debt is eating up
22% of the budget; next year, it will be more. The danger
for all of us arises when fiscal deficits are consistently
financed through money creation, in other words,
printing more notes.

This will fuel inflation, and when the stage of
hyperinflation or galloping inflation occurs, as in
Zimbabwe, million Rand notes will be printed, and prices
for goods and services will rise by the hour. Our money in
the bank will become helpful and valuable when
money is printed wildly.

Widening fiscal deficits will also lead to tax hikes,
reduced services, investor uncertainty, and stock market
volatility. We will be whacked from all sides, and we do
not want to experience that.

Voters must get clarity from political parties on how they
plan to manage the fiscal deficit and stop the trend of
unwarranted and uncontrolled borrowing. Furthermore,
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voters must ask political parties how they plan fo keep
inflation in check.

The 2024 fiscal framework and revenue proposals,
tabled in parliament on 13 March 20